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MURAL ARTS PHILADELPHIA AND HILCO REDEVELOPMENT PARTNERS FORGE A MULTI-YEAR PARTNERSHIP

The Bellwether District will provide $50,000 in funding to Restorative Justice program

PHILADELPHIA – March 1, 2022 – Mural Arts Philadelphia, in partnership with Hilco Redevelopment Partners

(HRP), today announced a new two-year partnership to financially support Mural Arts’ Restorative Justice

program with a $50,000 grant. As a sponsor of Restorative Justice’s Women’s Reentry Program, which provides

justice-involved women with job readiness training, family resources, professional development, and other

educational resources through the vehicle of art, HRP’s support will enable women returning from incarceration

to complete the program and further develop meaningful life and professional skills. The initiative will also

support the creation of new public works of art, and community-centered educational programming, all part of

the Restorative Justice program’s approach to helping returning citizens successfully reacclimate.

HRP, which acquired the 1,300-acre former PES oil refinery in South Philadelphia, PA in July of 2020, takes a

community-focused approach to redevelopment, connecting to local communities through open dialogue, civic

participation, neighbor-centric planning, and community initiatives—from local apprenticeships to scholarship

programs. HRP is transforming the property, now called The Bellwether District, into a state-of-the-art, 15-million

square-foot life sciences, e-commerce, and logistics campus.

HRP’s vision of creating a community-focused,

environmentally responsible commercial hub

aligns with Mural Arts’ goals of eradicating

environmental hazards that disproportionately

affect marginalized communities in Philadelphia,

especially communities of color, through the

transformative power of creativity. HRP has also

focused considerable resources on workforce

development since the company first purchased

the former PES Refinery in June 2020 and  has

provided internships, job  shadowing

opportunities and pre-apprenticeship training to

more than 500 Philadelphians to date.

The partnership emerged in part from discussions about the dismantling of a beloved mural by artist Paul

Santoleri as part of the site’s transformation from a refinery to The Bellwether District. “It’s always sad to see a
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mural go away. Murals often are temporary,” said Jane Golden, Executive Director of Mural Arts Philadelphia.

“But the good news is through this partnership with HRP, we will make an impact for generations to come. We

are so enthusiastic about having HRP work with our Restorative Justice Program and our organizations’ aligned

vision to use art to ignite long-lasting change.”

In commenting on the partnership, Roberto Perez, CEO of HRP said, “This partnership allows us to make a

meaningful difference in the lives of returning citizens with a focus on women as they participate in work

readiness and life skills training, among other programing. We are deeply committed to the Philadelphia

community, its students, and workforce, and are pleased to be working with Mural Arts Philadelphia to

demonstrate that in a tangible way.”

About Hilco Redevelopment Partners (HRP):

HRP is a vertically integrated real estate investment and redevelopment company that re-imagines, remediates,

and redevelops obsolete industrial sites across the United States with a uniquely holistic approach to

development that prioritizes economic, community and environmental sustainability. HRP’s redevelopment

expertise ranges from modern logistics and distribution facilities to urban, mixed-use projects, and life science

ecosystems. HRP strives to transform not only properties, but also the communities surrounding them through a

comprehensive approach to community engagement, environmental sustainability, and economic development.

HRP is headquartered in Chicago with offices in Boston, Philadelphia, New Jersey, San Francisco, Alexandria, and

Miami. Since inception, HRP has acquired assets now valued in excess of $3.0 billion and its current portfolio

includes over 20 million square feet of existing buildings and future redevelopment assets. In addition to its

internal capital, HRP also invests external capital through joint ventures with real estate private equity funds,

institutional investors, and family offices. HRP is an operating company within Hilco Global

(www.hilcoglobal.com). To learn more about HRP, visit hilcoredev.com. For more information about The

Bellwether District, please visit thebellwetherdistrict.com or Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.

About Mural Arts Philadelphia:

Mural Arts Philadelphia is the nation’s largest public art program, dedicated to the belief that art ignites change.

For over 35 years, Mural Arts has united artists and communities through a collaborative and equitable process,

creating over 4,000 artworks that have transformed public spaces and individual lives. Mural Arts aims to

empower people, stimulate dialogue, and build bridges to mutual understanding through projects that attract

artists from Philadelphia and around the world, and programs that focus on youth education, restorative justice,

mental health and wellness, and public art and its preservation. Popular mural tours offer a firsthand glimpse

into the inspiring stories behind Mural Arts' iconic and unparalleled collection, which has earned Philadelphia

worldwide recognition as the "Mural Capital of the World." For more information, call 215-685-0750 or visit

muralarts.org. Follow us on social media: @muralarts on Twitter and Instagram, MuralArtsPhiladelphia on

Facebook, and phillymuralarts on YouTube.

-###-

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilcoglobal.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEHoffman%40hilcoglobal.com%7C2878795d341b4466f25c08d99723ff7a%7Cff73069906cc473891ab5061e4890dca%7C0%7C0%7C637707003263849598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lOkGHTGh3yYgyoB5tyyLfVdNEgHB4DG1hce6Zv7w5fI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hilcoredev.com/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3333804-1&h=1708368962&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebellwetherdistrict.com%2F&a=thebellwetherdistrict.com
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3333804-1&h=3887538277&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.com%2FTheBellwetherDistrict&a=Facebook+
https://twitter.com/Bellwetherdst
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thebellwetherdistrict
https://www.instagram.com/thebellwetherdistrict/
http://muralarts.org/
https://twitter.com/muralarts
https://www.instagram.com/muralarts/
https://www.facebook.com/MuralArtsPhiladelphia/
https://www.youtube.com/user/phillymuralarts

